INNOCENCY: COMPLAINT 


AGAINST 


Syrannical Gourt Jachon tn MNemwengland. 


HE Priefts and Elders that pernicious Seed & And fix Days after, fifteen more by Force, 
Of Rebel Jews, as we in Scripture read, | Were like the firſt rwelve, beaten without Remorſe. 
Oppoling Chriſt, did with Conſent prepare Seven tender Women, young and old, were ftripe,” 
A Law to trap him, and his lit enſhare : All naked to the Waiſt, and cruelly whipr. 
Upoa the Trial, he doth make demand, Immodeſt Aftion ! greateſt Wrong with Shame, 
What Precept he hath broke, or juſt Command ? Which never will be clear of Guilt or Blame : 
For want of Crime, the Jews make this Reply, And twenty Men, well bred, of good Deſcent, 
We have a Law, and by it thou ſhalt die: Fit for Aſſiſtants to their Government, 
A curled Sentence, and to be .abior'd, Exch of ſuch good Report and high Repure, 
\ Imbrac'd by none, but Murderers of the Lord. Their Foes could not accuſe them, but were mute, 
The maxing Laws for to enſaare the J uſt, Only a Law unjuſt forbid their meeting | 
Of God is hated, and to be accurlt. To ſerve the Lord, and Whips muſt be their Greeting; 
They murdered Chriſt, regarding not his loſs, | 
Nor 'ſwag'd their Malice, tho' he on the Croſs, Admire, O Heavens ! be Earth aſtoniſhed 
But then proceed againſt his own Ele, At this protuſe Expeale of guiltleſs Blood ! 
By Means prepoſterous and indirett In ſuch a Caſe where nothing is concern'd- 
Nay, ever fince, the Wicked in their Rage, But a Religion, they in Scripture learn'd 
Have murdered Righteous Men in every Age : Chriſt's own Command, the Apaſtle's Approbation, 
But Innocency, that no IN] doth fear, All good Men's Care, our wiſe Kings Toleration. 
Hath worn out Tyrants wrath, do what they dace, Why ſhould Men's Liberties be thus abridg'd, 
This Time, with fober M=a does ſeem to bs | And Conſcieace hinder'd in what's privileg'd ? 
A Parallel with the Apoltacy. | Why ſhould a pettyGovernm?nt conſtrain Mza to 
The Maſſachuſetts is aliks for Crime, | What Atts of Parliament doth ſcorn to da ? 
Unto Fudes, in Chriſt Jeſus* Time : CHARLES is not forgot, that bloody Spiric 
Here Laws are extant, thar doth terrify Doth ia their angry Humours till inheric. 
Well meaning Me9, and Liberty deny | Amongſt the Heathens, Turks, and Catbolicks, 
In ferviog God, except in their own way, Are no ſuch cruel and unchriſtian Tricks, 
Ia their own Metho1, and on their inade Day. Had they coinplyed with a wicked Law, 
Here Innocents are fined, whipt, and brand*1, And of a whipping ſtood in'common Awe, 
Ears cropt, ſore fold for Slaves, fome llatht, ſome Five Pounds their teader Backs had ſaved, fo - 
Whoever is contrary to them found, {hanged ; | They had been free'd from Stripes, to ſtay or go; 
Though in his Spiric their Fine mutt be Five Pound, | Nay, were they criminal, inlarged they had beeng 
- Orelſe three Days ia Goal, e'er a diſcharge, | Newengland's Law admits of buying Sia : 
And with a ten laſht whiping he enlarg'd : Bur for obeclient Service to their God, 
Such Cruelty forbore in othef Parts, Thus to be beaten with the ſcourging Rod. _ 
Daoth now poſſeis American's brutiſh Hearts. And from their Meetings to be dragged off, 
By mercilc{s Men, and made a common Scoff, 
Lament, New?ngland, like a tender Mother ! To 1þmae!'s Race, and unto Priſan ſent, 
To fee thy Children one deltcoy another : Cain may his Purpoſe on meek-4bel vent, 
The hu-.:bleſt ſore, and none but ſuch as they, Ic is ſo ridiculous, and fuch a ſnare, 
Uato the hery Zealous are a Prey : All wiſe and ſober Men a Judgmear fear. 
Thoſe that in Conſcience cannot wrong a Worm, i Their Blood doth cry, and loud ter Vengeance call, 
Are fined and whipt, becauſe they can't conform ; Tho they do heartily forgive them all. 
And time bath been, which ne'er ſhall be forgor, | 
God's S:rvants have been hang'd, none kaows for what, | Regard, O Lord ! thou powerful God of Hoſt, 
- Except for ſerving of their bleſfed Lord, ; The Goal, the Gallows, and the whipping Po& 1 
For Quaking and for Trembling at his Word. Repeal thoſe wicked and pernicious Laws, 
Let thoſe black Days, lik: the ffth of November, T hat Innocents be not deſtroy'd withour a Cauſe, 
Be writ in Red, for Ages to Remember. v1 And grant ſuch Rulers as may be devout 
And thov, July, forbear thy m_ —_ Far Chriſt and Saints, and turn the other out; 
aſtexd of Mirth, let Mouraing end tay Days. | 
HE Innocents, without e'er Guilt or Crime, (Geol Joy, Mariner, 1677; 
With cruel Whips were ſcourged at one time 5 ns 
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